
         Honors English III Summer Reading Requirements 
 

Hello!  You have chosen to be a part of the Honors English III American 
Literature course for next year.  All students in this course are required to do summer 
reading activities.  Your assignments are due, and will be collected on the first day of 
school, and you will be tested on the material within the first week. **Please review new 
guidelines for honors courses- if you don’t complete and submit the summer reading 
activities, you will receive an F, and you no longer will be able to just drop the course.** 
 
Requirements: (All assignments must be typed or written neatly in blue or black ink.) 
 
Purchase and read either  The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  or The Jungle by 
Upton Sinclair. Both books are considered literary classics, and both are classified as 
fiction, but show a realistic view of life for many Americans during the early 1900s.  
 
Research the time period being addressed in the novel.  Write a 2 page research paper 
in MLA format, using a minimum of 2 sources.  Your paper should align with the time 
period and the region being discussed in the novel.  If you are unfamiliar with MLA 
format, there are various websites you can look at to assist you.    25 points 
 
Write a 2 page paper, in MLA format, that focuses on one main character from your 
novel.  Give a brief overview of your character- appearance, behavior, interaction with 
others, etc., and then, discuss the ways that his or her environment impacted him or 
her.      25 points 
 
Write a persuasive letter to a government official in the voice of Tom Joad (The 
Grapes of Wrath) or Jurgis Rudkus (The Jungle).  The letter should address a key 
social issue that your family experienced (in the novel), and should offer solutions to 
remedy at least three of the hardships that your family encountered as a result of the 
issue.  The letter should be 2 pages long and give examples of specific events from the 
novel.     25 points  
 
On the first day of school, bring the book and the assignments organized neatly.  Be 
prepared to discuss the major issues that were addressed.  During the summer, if you 
have any questions, contact me at ckelley@monroelocalschools.com .  Have a great 
break!  
 

                          C.Kelley 
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